THIEN TAI HAY TAI HQA — SU'LUA CHON PINH HINH THE GIOI
Hanh déng cia Einstein gian tiép khién hang trim nghin nguoi tir vong
sau cac vu tham sat bang bom nguyén tir. Nha vat ly ly thuyét néi tiéng ludn héi han
vi quyét dinh d6 ciia minh.

Ngay 2/8/1939, mot thang trude khi Thé chién II bung nd, nha vét 1y ndi tiéng ngudi Duc Albert
Einstein vi€t buc thu dai hai trang gui cho Tong thong Franklin D. Roosevelt. Buc thu dua My
vao cudc chay dua vii trang hat nhan, mai mai thay doi can can stirc manh lich st thé gioi.

Einstein khi d6 dang & M§. Ong tron khoi Puc khi Pang Qudc x3 1én nim quyén. Khi 4y 6ng biét
rang cac nha khoa h9c Duc da phat hién ra sy phan hach hat nhan, qué trinh phéan tach hat nhan
cua mdt nguyén tir dé giai phoéng nang lugng.

Albert Einstein vao khoang nam 1939. Bén phai la vu né hat nhan & Polynesia, Phap thang 10/1971.

Buc thu ong viét canh bao Roosevelt "nhitng qua bom cuc manh" c6 thé duoc tao ra sau kham
pha nay. Chung c6 kha ning pha hity toan bd mot cang bién chi voi vu nd duy nhat.

Birc thu ma Einstein sau ndy goi 1a "sai 1am 16n" ctia chinh minh, di thuc giuc Roosevelt ting toc
nghién ctru Uranium & M§.

Canh bao cua Einstein dugc mot nguoi tén la Alexander Sachs doc cho Roosevelt. To New York
Times khi d6 cho rang 6ng nay ciing chinh 1a ngudi doc nhimng canh bao khac vé bom nguyén tir
cho Tong thong My.

Einstein, von 13 ngudi Do Thai, dugc nha vat Iy gbc Hungary Leo Szilard thuyét phuc rang Pirc
c6 thé str dung cong nghé méi dugc phat hién dé tao ra vii khi.
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Some recent work by K.Permi and L. Sstlard, which has desn com-
wunicated to me In manusoript, leads me to axpect that the element uras.
lum nay be tursed inte & new and Iaportant soures of snergy is the e
sediate Meture. Certaln seneots of the situation which has arisen sees
to sall for vatohfulness and, 1f secessary, quick sction ea the part
of the Adninietretion. I believe therefore that 1t fs my duty to bring
o your atteation the folloving faots and recommendationss

in the course of the last four wonthe 1t has been made prodable «
through the work of Joltot ia Prance ss well as Terml and S:ilerd i
Anerios « that It may become possible Lo set up & nuclear chals reaction
in & large sass of urenius by which vast sscunts of power and large quant.
fties of new radiun-like slemeate weuld be generated. Eow 1t sppears
Almoat sertain that this ceuld be schieved (n the immediate future.

T™his nev phasonenon would alse lead to the cemstruetion of bDomds,
&nd 1t le comceivabis - though much less certais « that extremely power-
ful bombe of & new type may thus be conatructed. A single bowd of this
type, carried by boat and sxploded In & port, might wvery well destrey
the whole port togethar with some of the surrousding territory. Nowever,
such bombe might wery well prove to be toe heavy for trassportstisn by
air,

“2e

The United States has snly very seor sres of wrenius in sedersts
GeAstitien. There s some good ore In Coaneda and the forwer Casshoslovakia,
while the meet importast escurece of wrentuz e Selgien Congo.

In view of this situstion yeu may think 1t desiredble to have some
permansat contact maintained detwess the Adninistration sad the groews
of phyelolets working on ehain resctions in Aseries. One possidle way
of achieviag this might be for you to entrust with this task & persca
who has your coafidemce and who ooulc perbase ee:ve ia an iscfficial
capacity. Mie task siht comprise the followings

8] 1o ssproech Soversment Departments, kesp them Informed of the
further develosment, snd put forward dations for aotloa,

Ziviag partioular attention te the prodies of securing & supply of wres.
fus ore for the United Statesy

b) 1o spest uo the exserimestel work,which is at presest deleg care
ried co withis the limits of the budgets of University lsboratories, by
proviciae funde, If such funds be reguired, through Ris contacts with
private pearsons whe are williag te make contriduticss for this cesse,
and perhans alee by obtaining the co-operstion of incustrial lsbersteries
which have the necessary ejuipment.

1 understand that Sermany has sotually stopped the sale of wranium
from the Caschosliovakiag mines whioh sbe has takea over. That she shiulé
Bave taken such early acties =it perhase de understood on the grousd
hat the sen of the Serwan Under-Secretary of State, voa Yelsedoker, i»
attached to the Faleer-Vilheln-Tostitut in Berlis whers some of the
Aserions work on ursnium is seow belng repeated.

Yours wvary tmuly,

(Aibert Eineteis)

Brc thuw Einstein gtvi Tong théng Franklin D. Roosevelt. Anh: AHF.

Szilard va hai nha vat Iy ngudi Hungary khac, Edward Teller va Eugene Wigner déu 1 nguoi ti

nan. Ca hai déu néi véi Einstein vé nhiing lo ngai ctia minh.

Thuc té, Szilard da viét buc thu, nhung chinh Einstein dat bt ky, vi ho tin 161 n61 cua 6ng co

trong lugng nhét véi Tong thong My.

Cynthia Kelly, chu tich Quy Di san nguyén tr (Atomic Heritage Foundation) cho rang kham pha

noi tiéng cta Einstein vé ning luong va khéi lwong d tao tién dé cho loai vi khi huy diét dang s¢

nhat lich sir nhan loai ra doi. Thé nhung, Einstein chic chan khong nghi rang 1y thuyét ctia minh

duoc dung dé ché tao vii khi.

Einstein khong dua ra bat ky chi tiét ndo vé k¥ thuat khai thac nang luong hat nhan. "T6i khong

coi minh 1a cha dé cua viéc giai phong ning luong nguyén tir. Phin cua toi trong d6 kha gian

tiép", ong noi.

La thu cua Einstein ¢ hi¢u luc. Roosevelt thanh lap Uy ban C6 van Vé Uranium thang 10/1939,

cung thang 6ng nhan dugc thu cua Einstein. Khi a ay, Thé chién IIda no ra, du My chua tham gia.
Uy ban nay sau d6 tham gia Dy an Manhattan, bi mat phat trién 2 qua bom nguyén tu tha xuong
céc thanh phd Hiroshima va Nagasaki cia Nhat Ban nam 1945, giét chét khoang 200.000 ngudi.



dirt Thé chién 1I.

a -

Vai ngay sau vu danh bom, Nhat Bén_déujléng quan doi Pong minh, chim

Wt Y - # P

Einstein va Leo Szilard tai hién viéc ky birc thu ciia ho cho Roosevelt, cianh bao Pirc c6 thé dang ché tao bom nguyén tir.

Ptic Qudc xi chua bao gio thanh cong trong viéc ché tao vii khi hat nhan. Einstein ciing khong
tham gia vao viéc ché tao bom. C)ng khong dugc phép lam viéc trong Dy 4&n Manhattan, béi bi cot
la mét rui ro an ninh qua 16n, khi vira 1a ngud1 Puc vira 1a nha hoat dong chinh tri canh ta. Luc
nghe tin bom hat nhan dugc s dung & Nhat Ban, 6ng than tho: "Khdn nan cho t6i".
"Néu toi biét nguoi P khong thanh cong trong viée phat trién bom nguyén tir, toi s& khong 1am
gi ca", Einstein ciing canh bao, "Chung ta s& phai d6i mat véi nhiéu tham hoa sap t6i".
Mot birc thu cong b6 nam 2005 tiét 16 viéc Einstein viét cho mot nguoi ban & Nhat Ban: "T6i luon
1én 4n viéc str dung bom nguyén tir vao Nhat Ban, nhung lai khong thé 1am gi dé ngin chin quyét
dinh dinh ménh do".
Viét cho mot tap chi Nhat Ban nam 1952, Einstein cho biét ong "nhan thuce rd vé mdi nguy hiém
khing khiép cho ca nhan loai, néu nhiing thi nghiém hat nhan thanh cong". Tuy nhién, 6ng két
luan: "Toi da khong tim ra 16i thoat nao khac".
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